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Scholarship Tools: Google Scholar 

 

What is Google Scholar?  
Google Scholar provides a simple way to broadly search for scholarly literature. From one place, you can search across 
many disciplines and sources: articles, theses, books, abstracts and court opinions, from academic publishers, 
professional societies, online repositories, universities and other web sites. Google Scholar helps you find relevant work 
across the world of scholarly research. 
 
Features of Google Scholar  

• Search diverse sources from one convenient place 
• Find articles, theses, books, abstracts or court opinions 
• Locate the complete document through your library or on the web 
• Cited by links you to abstracts of papers where the
• Related Articles links you to articles on similar topics

 
Searching Google Scholar 
You can do a simple keyword search as is done in Google, or you can refine your search using the Advanced Search 
option. Advanced Search allows you to limit by author, journal, date and collections.

Results are ranked by weighing the full text of the article, where it is published, who it is written
been n cited in other scholarly journals. 
 
Google Scholar Library Links 
Find an interesting abstract or citation that you wish you 
could read? In many cases you may have access to the 
complete document through your library. You can set your 
preferences so that Google Scholar knows your primary 
library.  
 
Once this is set, it will determine whether your library can supply the article in Google Scholar preferences. 
to be on campus or logged into a VPN or a Proxy server to get the full text of the article, even if it is in your library. Ch
the Remote Access requirements of your library. This is noted in the right margin, as shown below:
 

 

Google Scholar covers articles, theses, books, abstracts, court opinions and other scholarly literature.
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What is Google Books? 
Google Books is a service from Google that searches the full text of books that are scanned using optical character 
recognition (OCR) software. Public domain works and out-of-print works can be printed in PDF format. As of October 
2009, Google claims to have scanned over 10 million books. Google has also contracted with a number of magazine 
publishers to digitize their archives, making them searchable, viewable and discoverable along with the scanned books. 
 
How does Google Books work? 
Finding books with Google Books is as easy as finding websites with Google Web Search; just enter the keyword or 
phrase you're looking for into the Google Books box. Click on a book title and you'll see basic info about the book just like 
you'd see in a card catalog. You might also see a few snippets - sentences of your search term in context. When 
permission as been granted, you may see a full page and be able to browse within the book to see more pages. If the 
book is out of copyright, you'll see a full page and you can page forward or back to see the full book. Clicking on "Search 
within this book," allows you to perform more searches within the book you've selected. You can click on any of the "Buy 
this Book" links to go straight to an online bookstore where you can buy the book. In many cases, you can also click "Find 
this book in a library" to find a local library where you can borrow it. 
 
Why Use Google Books? 
Google Books allows you to preview many book and magazine titles. You can use it as a private collection catalog, or as 
a way to track your current and future readings. 
 
Searching Google Books 
You can do a simple keyword search as is done in Google, or you can refine your search using the Advanced Search 
option. Advanced Search allows you to limit by title, author, publisher, subject, date or keywords and phrases. 
 
My Library 
You can create a personalized library in Google Books which allows you to organize, review, rate and search a 
customized selection of books. These collections are accessible from anywhere with Internet access. You “Bookshelves” 
can be shared with friends by making them public and sending the URL. To create and use your personal My Library: 

1. Log in to your Google account 
2. Add books to your library using the “Add to Bookshelves” link when viewing a book 
3. Add a list of books by clicking Options and enter one ISBN or ISSN per line 
4. Customize your library with reviews and rankings 
 

 


